SOCIALISM AND NATIONALISM
as 'le vice allemand.' The term might be more
reasonably applied to antisemitism."
"How do you explain that?" asked Mussolini.
"Whenever things go awry in Germany, the
Jews are blamed for it. Just now we are in excep-
tionally bad case!"
"Ah, yes, the scapegoat!"
I returned to the wider question of race.
"If, then, neither race, nor the form of govern-
ment, accounts for nationalism, are we to attribute
it to community of speech ? But ancient Rome,
like other empires, was a State in which many
tongues were spoken; and in modern history it
has never seemed to me that multiplicity of lan-
guages was a source of weakness to a State. The
Habsburg dominion fell, but Switzerland flour-
ishes."
"I do not think that unity of speech is decisive
in this matter," said Mussolini. "Austria did not
perish because it was a polyglot realm, but because
it was a constrained unification of many con-
quered peoples under one sceptre, whereas in
Switzerland those who speak various tongues
have spontaneously combined to form a nation-
ality. Switzerland was able to maintain her
neutrality throughout the Great War because
p the French-speaking element, inclining towards
one side, and the German-speaking element, in-
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